
Study Seven 
  

Sin  
and Man's  

Fallen State/Guilt 

 

“A little boy visiting his grandparents and given his first slingshot. 

He practiced in the woods, but he could never hit his target. As he 

came back to Grandma's back yard, he spied her pet duck. On an 

impulse he took aim and let fly. The stone hit, and the duck fell 

dead. The boy panicked. Desperately he hid the dead duck in the 

wood pile, only to look up and see his sister watching. Sally had 

seen it all, but she said nothing. 

After lunch that day, Grandma said, "Sally, let's wash the dishes." 

But Sally said, "Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen 

today. Didn't you, Johnny?" And she whispered to him, 

"Remember the duck!" So Johnny did the dishes. 

Later Grandpa asked if the children wanted to go fishing., 

Grandma said, "I'm sorry, but I need Sally to help make supper." 

Sally smiled and said, "That's all taken care of. Johnny wants to do 

it." Again she whispered, "Remember the duck." Johnny stayed 

while Sally went fishing. After several days of Johnny doing both 

his chores and Sally's, finally he couldn't stand it. He confessed to 

Grandma that he'd killed the duck. "I know, Johnny," she said, 

giving him a hug. "I was standing at the window and saw the 

whole thing. Because I love you, I forgave you. I wondered how 

long you would let Sally make a slave of you."1 Because of sin, 

man is slated for conviction. 

 

“The legal concept of Guilt is related to God’s justice and man’s 

legal standing with Him (conviction of a transgression) due to sin 

(Gal. 3:10; James 2:10). As a result, death was passed to all men  

(Rom. 5:12). The sin principle in man also pollutes and corrupts  
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every aspect of him (Jer. 17:9; Eph. 4:22; Titus 3:11). Man 

becomes guilty of sin the moment he commits a specific sin (Gen. 

3:6; James 2:10).” 2 

______________________________________________________ 
1. Is guilt most often thought of as a feeling or a state of being? 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
2. What are different ways people cope with guilt, theirs or 

others’? 
 
 

______________________________________________________ 
3. Read Gal. 3:10-14. According to these verses, what is the curse 

for those who are under the Law? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
4. What makes v. 12 so burdensome for those who are under the 

Law? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
5. According to v. 10, what is required in order for one who is 

under the Law to avoid guilt’s condemnation? 
 

 
_____________________________________________________ 
6. Is there another NT Bible verse that repeats the reality of 

question #5’s answer? 
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______________________________________________________ 
7. Read Jer. 17:5 + 9-10. Why does one’s trust in humanity bring 

on a curse instead of liberation? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
8. What are things our culture teaches mankind should depend 

on for issues of life? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
9. Read Who decides what mankind deserves (v. 10)? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
10. Read Eph. 4:22. What does mankind’s heart described by 

Jeremiah breed in the lives of mankind? 
 
 _____________________________________________________ 
11. What common trait of mankind’s heart is common between 

Jer. 17: and Eph. 4:22 and leads to the answer to #10? 
 
______________________________________________________ 
12. Read Rom. 2:12. Apart from God’s intervention, what is the 

destiny of all who sin?  
 
 

Key Verse 

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all 

sinned.”  
James 4:16-17 (NASB) 
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Conclusion:  
Remember Johnny and his guilt over accidentally killing his 

grandmothers’ pet duck? We live as if no one knows, or at least we 

try to. Even when our sin is discovered, apart from confession and 

repentance to the One who was offended by our sin, we willingly 

enslave ourselves to the one who extorts us into that slavery in an 

attempt to avoid facing the consequence of our guilt. 

 

There is only one way to cure the condemnation of sin’s guilt. That 

way is repentance. Berkoff writes, “Moreover, true repentance never 

exists except in conjunction with faith, while on the other hand, wherever there 

is true faith, there is also real repentance. The two are but different aspects of the 

same turning--a turning away from sin in the direction of God...The two cannot 

be separated; they are simply complementary parts of the same process.”3 As 

Scripture has demonstrated, the answer to condemnation from the 

guilt of sin resides not within the essence and existence of 

mankind, but rather within the essence and existence of his 

Creator. Mankind must be saved from the condemnation of guilt 

by God. 

 

“Mankind’s need for salvation permeates every part of his being and existence. 

All are under sin (Rom. 3:9, 23). None are righteous (v. 10). The wrath of God 

is “against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men…” (Rom. 1:18). No one 

can please God (Rom. 8:8). No one understands or seeks after God (3:11). No 

man does good (v. 12; Matt. 7:17-18; 1 Cor. 12:3). All man’s talking (Ps 5:9, 

140:3, 10:7; Rom. 3:13-14), conduct and actions (Isa. 59:7-8; Rom. 3:15-17), 

and eyes (Ps 36:1; Rom. 3:18) are enslaved for evil and fear not God (Rom. 

3:18). Mankind has traded all that is glorious in God and exchanged it for 

depraved actions and minds (Gen. 6:5; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 1:21-31, 3:10-18) and are 

worthy of death (v. 32a). They approve all who practice the same (Rom. 1:32b). 

All are judged guilty by the Law before God (3:19-20). Man is born in sin (Ps 

51:5; Rom. 5:12) and to God’s wrath (Eph. 2:3). The wage for their sin is death 

(Rom. 6:23). Salvation from condemnation and slavery to sin cannot be found in 

man himself because there is no part of him able or willing to turn to or please 

the holy and just God of creation and thereby save himself (Rom. 1:20; 2:2, 5, 

9).”
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