
Study Six 
  

Sin 
And 

God’s Image in Man 
 

Augustine wrote, “Sin comes when we take a perfectly natural 

desire or longing or ambition and try desperately to fulfill it 

without God. Not only is it sin, it is a perverse distortion of the 

image of the Creator in us. All these good things, and all our 

security, are rightly found only and completely in him.”1 
 

“This was how Susannah Wesley defined ‘sin’ to her young son, 

John Wesley: ‘If you would judge the lawfulness or the 

unlawfulness of pleasure, then take this simple rule: Whatever 

weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscience, 

obscures your sense of God, and takes off the relish of spiritual 

things--that to you is sin.’"2 How should sin be biblically defined? 
 

“ Sin is taking one’s love (1 Cor. 13:4a, 6b-7) for God and 

redirecting it to a distorted love of self (13:4b-6a) through any lack 

of conformity to God’s law or will in action, attitude, or nature (1 

Jn. 3:4; 5:17). Sin is a special type of evil, different from adversity 

(Job. 2:10; Eccl. 7:14; Isa. 45:7; Matt. 5:45). As a principle, sin 

resides within every man (Rom. 7:17, 21) and enslaves him (John 

8:34; Rom. 6:15-23). In addition to these verses, the Bible states 

that, out of the principle of sin within every man, flows acts of sin 

(Matt. 15:19). God as Creator set the boundaries of creation and 

man’s existence (Gen. 1-2; Acts 17:26), but man conceives 

inwardly a lust for self in his heart (1 John 2:16) which moves him 

to act in sin (James 1:15). This outworking of the principle of sin 

can be acts of commission (Gen. 6:5; Rom. 1:21-32) or acts of 

omission (James 4:17).” 3 
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______________________________________________________ 
1. What aspects of love do people like? 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
2. Are there parts of love that are difficult? 
 

 
 

______________________________________________________ 
3. Read 1 Cor. 13:4-7 and Col. 3:17. How would you describe love 

(an act, duty, feeling, joy, burden, etc.)? 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
4. Even when considering loving others, to whom should love be 

directed? 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
5. In these same verses, how do we distort love? 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________________ 
6. Read 1 John 3:4; 5:17. Are these verses talking about sin in 

action, attitude, or our very nature? 
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______________________________________________________ 
7. What is the sin that does not lead to death vs. the sin that 

does? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
8. Read Job 2:10, Isa. 45:7, Matt. 5:45. What is the distinction the 

Bible draws between adversity and sin? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
9. Read Matt. 15:19, Rom. 7:17, 21. How pervasive is sin in 

humanity? 
 
______________________________________________________ 
10. Read Rom. 6:15-23, John 8:34. What is the product and power 

of sin in humanity? 
 
 _____________________________________________________ 
11. Read 1 John 2:16; James 1:15. What paths to or of sin do you 

see in these verses? 
 
______________________________________________________ 
12. Read Gen. 6:5; Rom. 1:21-32 and James 4:17. What 2 types of 

sin do these verses describe? 
 
 

Key Verse 

“But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 
Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do 

it, to him it is sin.” 
James 4:16-17 (NASB) 
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Conclusion:  
Time-lapse photography compresses a series of events into one 

picture. Such a photo appeared in an issue of National Geographic. 

Taken from a Rocky Mountain peak during a heavy thunderstorm, 

the picture captured the brilliant lightning display that had taken 

place throughout the storm's duration. The time-lapse technique 

created a fascinating, spaghetti-like web out of the individual bolts. 

In such a way, our sin presents itself before the eyes of God. 

Where we see only isolated or individual acts, God sees the overall 

web of our sinning. What may seem insignificant -- even sporadic -

- to us and passes with hardly a notice creates a much more 

dramatic display from God's panoramic viewpoint. The psalmist 

was right when he wrote, "Who can discern his errors? Acquit me 

of hidden faults. Keep back your servant from presumptuous sins" 

(Psalm 19:12-13).  

“W. S. Plummer said, ‘We never see sin aright until we see it as 

against God….All sin is against God in this sense: that it is His law 

that is broken, His authority that is despised, His government that 

is set at naught….Pharaoh and Balaam, Saul and Judas each said, 

‘I have sinned’; but the returning prodigal said, ‘I have sinned 

against heaven and before thee; and David said, ‘Against Thee, 

Thee only have I sinned.’”4 
 

Sin is an affront to who God is; therefore, it is an affront to His 

image in man. Sin is the antithesis of holiness, it is, “…any lack of 

conformity to God’s law or will in action, attitude, or nature. 

Outside of God’s light, sin leads to death. Inside God’s light, 

through His Son, sin may be present but no longer enslaves. 

 

Adam’s original sin (Gen. 3:6) has now damaged the image of God 

in every generation since (Rom. 3:23; 5:12-21). That means all are 

guilty of sin (Gal. 3:10; James 2:10) and face death as its penalty 

(Rom. 5:12). Man is fully depraved and needs saving (Jer. 17:9; 
Eph. 4:22; Titus 3:11). Every aspect of God’s image is affected.  
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