
Study Twelve 
  

God 
Is Transcendent  

and Immanent 

 

 

In our study together, we have looked at God’s incommunicable 

attributes, including the idea that, with this set of attributes, God is 

absolute over all else that exists (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14; 19:16) 

and absolutely unique (Isa. 46:9; 57:15; Ex. 15:11), because He 

alone possess His incommunicable attributes. This means that He 

is Transcendent.  

Those attributes that He does pass on to mankind (communicable 

attributes) is done through salvation and sanctification, through the 

outworkings (c.f. fruit of the spirit, Gal. 5:22-23; Col. 1:10) of His graces 

(gifts, c.f. Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 12 ) that He gives to us through the work of 

Christ and the ongoing presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit 

which enables us as images of God (our being; the imago dei) to 

image God (our manner of living: our actions or fruits in relationship).  

The communicable attributes considered were holiness, 

righteousness, genuineness, faithfulness, love, mercy, and grace 

(although only God alone is fully any of these because He is 

transcendent). “Transcendence means that God is not confined to 

any particular place, He is invisible and omnipresent, not 

constrained by space, He is infinite and above all (2 Chron. 2:6; 

Isa. 40:22; 57:15; Acts 7:49), the source of all and yet completely 

separate from all else that exists (2 Chron. 2:6; Isa. 40:22; Psalm 

97:9), and the source of all things (Rom. 11:33-36; Ex. 3:1-22; Ps. 

95:3-5). At the same time, His omnipresence also means that He is  
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at all times everywhere present personally, as mentioned above 

(Jer. 23:24). God is always present (Gen. 28:16; Ps. 138:7-12; 

145:18; Haggai 2:5; Acts 17:27; Col. 1:17). This is what is meant 

by the term Immanence of God. Transcendence means that in 

God’s existence outside of space, He is able through His 

omnipotence to sustain all things (Job 38:33-37; Ps. 135:6-7; Acts 

17:28 [of God]; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3 [of Christ]), He is completely 

above and over all things (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 1:8; 17:14; 19:16), 

distinct from all else that exists (Gen. 1:1-2;  Isa. 46:9; 57:15; Ex. 

15:11), and holy (1 Sam. 2:2). On the other hand, Immanence 

means that being present at all times (Jer. 23:23), He is intimately 

involved in all things (Gen. 1+2; Lev. 26:11-12; Job 33:4; Isa. 

7:14; Hag. 2:4-5; Matt. 1:22-23; Heb. 4:15; Rev. 21:3). 

Transcendence reminds us that God is unique, outside of, above, 

and over all by virtue of all His incommunicable attributes, and yet 

He is still immanent, meaning He is present and personally 

relational with His creation (Isa. 57:15), especially by virtue of His 

communicable attributes.”1 

______________________________________________________ 
1. When you think of God’s transcendence, how might God’s 

transcendence impact mankind’s relationship with Him (more 
difficult/less difficult)? 

 
 
______________________________________________________ 
2. Do you see any relationship with God’s transcendence, man’s 

relationship with God, and the doctrine of election? 
 

 
______________________________________________________ 
3. Read 2 Chron. 2:6. Does this verse impact your view of heaven 

or the place where God is? 
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______________________________________________________ 
4. Read Isa. 40:21-26. What do vv. 21-22 say about God’s 

involvement in the heavens (stars, universe, expanse)? 
 
______________________________________________________ 
5. What comfort do vv. 23-24 bring to God’s people? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
6. What does vv. 25-26 add to the idea of God’s transcendence? 
 
______________________________________________________ 
7. Read Job 38:31-35. What do these verses add to the idea of 

God’s transcendence? 
 
______________________________________________________ 
8. Read Psalm 135:6-7. How do these verses make you feel when 

you think about reaching out to God? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
9. Read Gen. 28:16; Ps. 138:7-12. How are these verses different 

than those we read about God’s transcendence?  
 
_____________________________________________________ 
10. Read Acts 17:27-28. What about these verses is amazing to 

you in light of God’s transcendence? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
11. Read Col. 1:17. What is God shown to be intimately involved 

with in this verse and Acts 17:28? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
12. Read Heb. 1:3. Christ’s intimacy relates to what/who in this 

passage? 
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_____________________________________________________ 
13. Read Jer. 23:23-24. What comfort is there in these verses for 

God’s people? 
 
 

Key Verse 

“Am I a God who is near,’ declares the LORD, ‘and not a God far 
off? Can a man hide himself in hiding places, so I do not see him?’ 

declares the LORD. ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?’ 
declares the LORD.” 

Jer. 23:23-24 (NASB) 

Conclusion:  
God’s attributes cannot be seen or engaged in isolation from each 

other. The graces of God that produce the fruits of the Spirit work 

together through the salvation of Jesus Christ and the regenerating 

work of the Holy Spirit to increasingly image God through 

believers who are the image of their God increasingly 

(sanctification). God’s Transcendence means that God is above, 

apart from, above, and over all things. Since God made man in His 

image, that means that there must also be a unique quality and 

existence to mankind as well. Mankind being unique as receivers 

of God’s communicable attributes over all other creation has 

already been established, in what other ways does God’s image in 

man relate to this idea of God’s transcendence? 

 

Most important to remember is that, although God’s is 

transcendent, He is also immanent (near by and relationally 

active). There is not a day we walk through, nor a step we take that 

is outside the presence and relational involvement of the 

transcendent God of the universe. Praise the Lord that his eyes are 

on the righteous. 

 

“FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE 

RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, 

BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST EVILDOERS.”   

1 Pet. 3:12 
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