
Study Eleven 
  

God 
Is 

Loving 

 

 

In our study together, we have looked at God’s incommunicable 

attributes, including the idea that, with this set of attributes, God is 

absolute over all (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14; 19:16) and absolutely 

unique (Isa. 46:9; 57:15; Ex. 15:11) over all else that exists, He is 

completely Holy. Although God’s holiness fits in this category, in 

God’s most complete expression of it, there is also an aspect of it 

that He communicates to and expectes of His people. 

Those attributes that He does pass on to us (communicable 

attributes) is done through salvation and sanctification, through the 

outworkings (c.f. fruit of the spirit, Gal. 5:22-23; Col. 1:10) of His graces 

(gifts, c.f. Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 12 ) that He gives to us through the work of 

Christ and the ongoing presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit 

which enables us as images of God (our being; the imago dei) to 

image God (our manner of living: our actions or fruits in 

relationship).  

The first four communicable attributes considered were the aspects 

of holiness, righteousness, genuineness, and faithfulness (although 

only God alone is fully so). Since God is fully and always faithful, 

the exercise of His faithfulness is directed by His love (agape).  

“Love is yet another attribute of God (1 John 4:8, 16) that He gives 

(John 3:16; Rom. 5:8) and also expects of His people (1 Cor. 13; 1 

John 3:18; 4:11).”1 
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1 Lex DeLong, TH500 Theology Proper, Baptist Bible Seminary of Clarks Summit 
University, Oct. 2020, 6. 

______________________________________________________ 
1. What are current, popular expressions of love in the world? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
2. Why do you think the focus on love is so important to the 

world, even if it is misunderstood? 
 

 
______________________________________________________ 
3. Read 1 John 4:7-16. Where does man’s true ability to love, 

come from (vv. 7-8)? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
4. By what is that love manifested (enacted or activated) within 

us (vv. 9-10)? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
5. What might the word, “so,” in v. 11 be referencing and why 

might that be important to note? 
 

 
_____________________________________________________ 
6. What things might vv. 12-16 be communicating about the 

expression of the image of God? 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
7. Read Rom. 5:8. What is the clearest manifestation of God’s 

love? 
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______________________________________________________ 
8. Read 1 John 3:18; 4:11. What is God’s expectation for 

believers as it relates to His kind of love? 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
9. Read 1 Cor. 13:1-3. What is the relationship of love’s priority 

to other spiritual gifts in the life of a believer? 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
10. Read 1 Cor. 13:4-7. What must one do with the litmus test of 

love in these verses? 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
11. Read 1 Cor. 13:8-10. What is the most significant truth you see 

in these verses? 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
12. Read 1 Cor. 13:11-13. How does Paul’s illustration of childish 

things apply to (help describe) the idea of love? 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
13. How does being “fully known” (v. 12) relate to love? 
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_____________________________________________________ 
14. Read 1 Cor. 14:1. How do you think love fits with other 

spiritual gifts? 
 
 

Key Verse 

“But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.” 

1 Cor. 13:13 (NASB) 

Conclusion:  
God’s attributes cannot be seen or engaged in isolation. The graces 

of God that produce the fruits of the Spirit work together through 

the salvation of Jesus Christ and the regenerating work of the Holy 

Spirit to increasingly image God through believers who are the 

image of their God increasingly (sanctification). God loves and we 

are expected to do the same through the power of His redeeming 

Son and regenerating Spirit. 

 

God’s love is the single governing force behind how God’s 

attributes are manifested relationally. As the image of God is being 

renewed, love ought to increasingly be the governing force behind 

the actions of believers as well.  

 

There are no greater expressions of love than that of grace and 

mercy. If love is the governing force (and it is), then grace and 

mercy is the means by which that force in manifested relationally. 

Then, “significantly tied to His love, God has (Ex. 34:6; Jonah 4:2 

[grace]; Eph. 2:4; 1 Pet. 1:3 [mercy]), gives (Eph. 1:5-8; 2:7-8 [grace]; 

Luke 6:36; Titus 3:5; Heb. 4:16 [mercy]), and expects (Eph. 4:29; Col. 4:6 

[grace]; Prov. 3:3-4; Micah 6:8; Luke 6:36; James 2:13 [mercy]) Grace and 

Mercy.”2 

 

Consider these verses for the next study as you have the 

opportunity.  
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